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on the rise?

Publishers Note
Combating Covid-19 is 
everyone’s responsibility

As the world still trying to come to terms with the reality 
of the COVID-19 effects, be it economic or the way of doing 
business it’s the reality we have to live with today.

While focusing on the economic recovery after the painful 
lockdown across the world it’s high time that everyone 
takes responsibility in order to combat the Covid-19 
pandemic.

With new hopes of the vaccines being rolled out around 
the world, it might take a while before it reaches the 
third world countries. While we wait anxiously for our 
respective governments and development partners to 
supply the urgently needed vaccines we should surely 
adhere to the guidelines provided by the Ministry of health 
and endorsed by the World Health Organization as the 
only cheap and safe method to combat the Covid-19 virus.

 It’s irresponsible to see citizens not putting on facemasks 
properly or wash hands properly without the presence 
of the law enforcement officers. It’s high time we all take 
responsibility as citizens in order to halt the spread of the 
Covid-19 virus.

In this edition of The Express News we bring to you 
features and analysis mainly focusing on impact of the 
Covid-19 on Businesses, the role of the Media and without 
forgetting the People with Disabilities who are supposed to 
be given special attention during the pandemic. 

Also in the edition we meet a businessman working from 
China advising Rwandans on how to avoid fraudsters and 
conmen while conducting business transactions online due 
to the language barrier.

While we enter the Festive Season, our Team would like 
to wish you a happy festive season and a prosperous new 
Year 2021 free from Covid-19.                          Good reads..
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Is the media doing the 
best to combat Covid-19?

Various organizations 
and institutions have 

shown their role in combating 
covid-19 and helping the 
community to prevent 
against it since it out broke in 
Rwanda. Media role is vital 
as they keep educating and 
informing people on how 
to comply with prevention 
measures.

This role involved 
advocacy, communication, 
entertainment and other 
publications that seek to help 
the general community and 
special categories including 
vulnerable people to access 
information on how to 
prevent the pandemic.

The Express News contacted 

media practitioners and 
their representatives from 
different media organizations 
to know what they have done 
and what they are doing to 
help the government combat 
Coronavirus. 

Scovia Mutesi, the owner 
of Mamaurwagasabo online 
media outlet is also a member 
of Women Media Owners’ 
Network said that women 
media owners as well as 
media practitioners in general 
have great impact and work to 
help the community prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

“We focused on educating 
women and girls during the 
period of covid-19, we gave 
them a space to learn about 

family planning, hygiene and 
sanitation, good nutrition and 
food security among their 
families as well as their rights 
in general. We increased 
efforts in making available 
the news about gender based 
violence and our role as 
parents should be seen to fight 
this pandemic at all cost.” 
Mutesi noted.

She mentioned that some 
of the challenges they 
are facing include lack of 
financial capacity to reach to 
information on the field for 
fresh media outlets owned by 
both women and men. 

Mrs. Peace Hillary, the 
chairperson of Women Media 
Owners told The Express 
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News that women media 
outlets tried to publish many 
articles in the media outlets 
owned by female journalists in 
order to help the community 
know and prevent Covid-19 
pandemic.

“We published almost 
600 stories in our 17 
respective media houses on 
Covid-19 and its effects on 
women’s empowerment and 
domestic violence during 
the quarantine. We are still 
covering stories on this issue 
to advocate for financial 
inclusion to help women 
to sustain their financial 
capacity.” She said.

Recently, this network of 
women has benefited some 
funds from International 
Organizations to promote 
women’s rights and freedom 
of expression through media 
and special funds to publish 
stories on how women are 
affected in different ways by 
Coronavirus.

“Previously we got 
other two funds from two 
different international 

organizations to publish 
stories on how women are 
affected in different ways by 
Coronavirus. We are there 
and committed to provide 
space to Rwandan Society, 
to promote equal rights and 
gender equality through 
our media houses and to 
respect citizen’s rights to 
information.” She added. 

For them to fully implement 
their activities, women who 
make the network of media 
owners request the support 
from the government.

“What we really need from 
the government is partnership 
with them in this era and so 
far we see this coming due 
to different interactions we 
recently had with some of 
government officials during 
conferences and meetings.” 
She noted.

Albert Baudouin 
Twizeyimana, the national 
coordinator of Pax Press said 
that Pax press decided to first 
help journalists to prevent 
themselves against Covid-19 
before helping others to 

prevent it.
“We helped journalists 

to access soaps, facemasks 
and hand sanitizers during 
Covid-19 because for us, we 
believe that a journalist is 
a healthy person, another 
role we play is to help them 
spread adequate and accurate 
information to Rwandans, 
this helped a lot and we did 
it through various training 
of media practitioners. We 
trained some journalists on 
fact checking to assess the 
quality of news, we also 
trained others on security 
of journalists while on the 
field during these periods 
of Covid-19 pandemic.” 
Twizeyimana noted.

He advises journalists to 
increase efforts in covering 
stories and inform the 
community about the 
progress and the updates of 
combating the disease.

“This is the time journalists 
need to increase efforts in 
conducting investigative 
news stories to inform the 
community about the progress 
in combating the disease and 
how far the vaccine is.” 

“We encourage media 
houses to pay journalists 
and increase the capacity 
of journalists in terms of 
equipment and financial 
capacity to reach information, 
we need to join efforts and 
request the government’s 
interventions to make 
informative news stories 
that help the community 
to prevent and combat the 
spread of Covid-19.” He 
added.
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Why Covid-19 new cases 
still on the rise?

Since the Coronavirus 
entered Rwanda on March 

14, 2020, it kept on spreading 
quickly to all the districts of the 
country.

Since the first case, different 
measures of prevention were 
put in place by the government 
but the pandemic did not stop 
to spread. 

On March 20, 2020, the 
Ministry of Health confirmed 
six cases of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) that were added 
to 11 and it made the number 
of people diagnosed with the 
virus in the country to 17.

On March 22, 2020, new 
announcement confirmed two 
new cases of the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) bringing the 
number of people diagnosed 
with the virus in the country 
to 19.

On September 1, the ministry 
reported 79 new Covid-19 
cases, of whom 51 were 
confirmed in Kigali’s high risk 
groups.

By that time, since outbreak 
of the pandemic in Rwanda, 
the country had confirmed 
4,142 Covid-19 cases of whom 
2,044 have already recovered. 
The Covid-19 death toll was at 
16.

However, as people 
continued to abide by the 
guidelines and prevention 
measures against the 

pandemic, cases went down 
like in October 2020 where 
some services which were 
closed reopened again with 
some limitations.

A cabinet meeting held on 
Tuesday, October 27, resolved 
to increase the maximum 
number of people who 
can attend weddings and 
burial events, among other 
resolutions.

Church wedding ceremonies 
and burials were allowed to 
host 75 people maximum, 
from the previous limit of 30 
attendants. This was due to a 
positive mindset of the citizens 
in the implementations of the 
guidelines and prevention 
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measures.
In previous days especially 

this week, after the 
government eased many 
services and increased curfew 
hours by 10 pm, there was a 
tremendous increase in new 
cases because the guidelines 
were not fully implemented by 
the citizens.

According to Julien Mahoro 
Niyingabira, the spokesperson 
of the Ministry of health, the 
number of infected people 
keeps on increasing because 
some people are not abiding by 
prevention measures. 

He said however that in the 
past, some periods met high 
increase in covid-19 infection 
numbers and reduced later. 

“This was because during 
these periods people respected 
the measures of prevention so 
the spread of the pandemic 
came down. But, since the 
citizens observed that the 
number of new cases goes 
down, they also stopped 
respecting prevention 
measures, that was the main 
reason for increase of cases but 
we can win the battle when we 
join efforts.” He said. 

“We call up on the general 
population to continue 
respecting Covid1-9 prevention 
measures including wearing 
well the face mask, leaving 
one-meter social distancing, 
washing hands with soaps 
and clean water, avoiding 
mass gatherings and making 
unnecessary movements.” 
Niyingabira said.

Keen vigilance required
The Minister of Health, 
Dr. Daniel Ngamije, on 
Wednesday, December 16, 
urged health workers country-
wide to remain vigilant against 
Covid-19.

He put out this 
announcement during a 

press conference that brought 
together the Ministers of health, 
local government, sports, and 
trade and industry as well as 
Rwanda National Police, to 
shed more light on the recently 
Covid-19 directives.

By the time of the 
announcement, three active 
cases of Covid-19 among health 
workers were registered.

According to Ngamije, 
although the situation of health 
professionals is being keenly 
monitored, vigilance remains 
vital.

“Currently, the state of the 
virus among health workers 
is not alarming, nonetheless, 
we recently detected some 
infections among health 
workers in Rubavu and 
Musanze districts," he said. 
"This might have been caused 
by negligence in regards 
to adhering to Covid-19 
preventive measures and 
hence contract the virus from 
either patients or fellow health 
workers.”

He went on to say: “We 
urge health workers to 
remain vigilant and abide 
by all preventive directives, 
especially in these times of 
the pandemic, because you 
never know the condition of 
the person you’re coming into 
contact with.”

Rapid tests are being 
administered country-wide 
among health workers, 
Ngamije said, especially among 
those that come into direct 
contact with patients or in 
hospitals, to know the overall 
situation and take appropriate 
measures.

“Currently, the state of 
the virus among health 

workers is not alarming, 
nonetheless, we recently 
detected some infections 

among health workers 
in Rubavu and Musanze 

districts” 
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Persons with Disabilities call for inclusive 
COVID-19 prevention measures 

As the general community 
continues to cope with 
the impacts of Covid-19 
pandemic across the world, 
governments have taken 
measures to combat and 
prevent the disease.

Persons with Disabilities 
remain the most vulnerable 
category that fail to access 
some facilities in place to 
prevent the pandemic. A good 
example is for hand washing 
and sanitizing kits at public 
places such as hotels and 
restaurants that are placed in 
inaccessible places for persons 
with physical disabilities or 
little people.

However, notwithstanding 
coronavirus outbreak, persons 
with disabilities are currently 
facilitated to access some 
services in public places like 
special ways for wheel chairs, 
special toilets in hotels, etc.

Since COVID-19 started to 
hit Rwanda in M id-
March 2020, the measures 
that were set to prevent the 
pandemic exclude persons 
with disabilities.

The Express News collected 
various testimonies and 
views on how the issue can 
be solved as the diseases 
keeps on spreading among 
Rwandans.

Pierre Nyankiko from 
Kimironko sector, Gasabo 
District has blind disability. 
He said that persons with 
vision impairments and little 
people struggle to access 

hand washing facilities at the 
bus stops, markets, and other 
public places.

He also said that persons 
with blind disability are 
exposed to the coronavirus 
infection as they can also 
spread it.

“We have many risks as 
persons with blind disability, 
myself, I go touching on all 
walls to do anything, we 
spread and get contaminated 
easily, everywhere I go I 
touch on the walls because I 
don’t see, I touch everything, 
and I touch the person who 
conduct me. This makes easy 
to get contaminated and 
contaminate others. I think 
that the white cans of blind 
persons can be cleaned but the 
sanitizers are expensive.” He 
said.

Nyankiko suggests that the 
government should include 
persons with blind disabilities 
among the 20 percent of 

the categories who will be 
prioritized for the first session 
of Covid-19 vaccine.

About the hand washing 
facilities, Nyankiko said that 
these can be constructed with 
inclusiveness that not leaves 
behind little people and blind 
persons. 

“It requires to push us to 
the water taps and soaps 
when we reach the markets 
and bus stations’ entrances. 
This can be a way of getting 
contaminated or contaminate 
others. We request the 
government to renovate the 
hand washing facilities by 
making them more inclusive. 
There is a need for special 
hand washing facilities for 
little people because the 
current ones were constructed 
quickly as the pandemic was 
still fresh,” Nyankiko added. 

Honorine Tuyishimire, 
Executive Director of Rwanda 
Union of Little People (RULP) 
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said that there are many hand 
washing facilities at the bus 
stations and markets but are 
not accessible to little people.

She recommends the 
government to think of 
everybody and everyone’s 
interests when setting up the 
public services.

“Every Rwandan including 
Persons with disabilities 
need to wash hands to enter 
public places or in a bus 
because they cannot stop their 
journey, before implementing 
everything, the government 
needs to think on everyone’s 
interests. The hand washing 
facilities must be inclusive as 
children need them too.” She 
said.

She added that there is a 
need for special ways for 
persons with blind disabilities 
within pedestrian ways on 
roads to allow persons with 
blind disabilities pass alone 
without the guide so as to 
avoid the spread of covid-19.

“We do not know the 
extent to which the guide 
is respecting prevention 
measures, so, persons with 
blind disabilities need to have 
special ways within pedestrian 
ways.” Tuyishimire added.

Romalis Niyomugabo, the 
president of the National 
Council for Persons with 
Disabilities (NCPD) said that 
there was advocacy conducted 
so far by the council to 
implement inclusive measures 
in combating and preventing 
coronavirus.

“We did advocacy and 
talked to entities in charge 
of Covid-19 prevention to 

make inclusive hand washing 
facilities, for example, at 
some bars and restaurants, 
we advised them to make 
small hand washing facilities 
that are accessible to persons 
with disabilities and this 
was implemented at some 
places, for persons with blind 
disabilities, we told volunteers 
who serve at public places to 
facilitate persons with blind 
disabilities especially those 
who do not have guides.” 
Niyomugabo said. 

He added that guides of 
persons with blind disability 
must be trusted for health 
safety to avoid contaminating 
who they are guiding.

“For a guide, there must 
be a hope that he/she is not 
infected, we may have a worry 
for one who needs a guide 
from elsewhere outside his/
her community.” He said. 

He mentioned other facilities 
on roads where a special way 
for persons with disability was 
established especially for the 
new roads and others under 
construction.

“We request the general 
community to help persons 

with disabilities prevent 
Covid-19 and prevent 
members of their families. 

The International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(IDPD2020) which was 
celebrated this year whose 
theme “Lets promote Health 
Services and Fight Against 
pandemics for Persons 
with Disabilities” calls the 
community to cater for PWDs.

Julien MahoroNiyingabira, 
the spokesperson of the 
Ministry of health (MoH) 
told this paper that youth 
volunteers at the public 
places caters for persons with 
disabilities.

“I cannot say today that 
there is a person with blind 
disability who failed to wash 
hands as they also wash hands 
in their homes and many 
of them have people who 
help them, there are youth 
volunteers who can help them 
at public places, all we do 
as the ministry of health is 
to ensure that all who need 
help are served. We ensure 
this is done through policy 
and strategic levels and the 
associations that host PWDs.
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Pan African Logistics brings 
solutions for African markets

By The Express News

Logistics is a cornerstone 
to achieving globalization 

and swift import and export 
processes of capital and 
consumable products around 
the world. Pan African 
Logistics (PAL) has engaged 
itself in providing seamless 
logistics services and offering 
its expertise in all types of 
transportation. 

In an interview with Shyaka 
Nyarwaya Michael, the 
Deputy Managing Director 
of PAL, he revealed the 
uniqueness and quality 
services offered by the 
logistics company.

E/News: Give us a brief 
background of PAL
Michael: Pan African Logistics 
Limited, established in 2013 
is a logistics company limited 
by shares headquartered 
in Kigali, Rwanda. The 
company operates under the 
management of Rwandese 
and Singaporean shareholders 
and pushes the boundaries 
of the logistics industry by 
offering tailor-made and cost-
effective logistics solutions 
using innovative technology. 
Following its mission to 
make Rwanda the harbor of 
unrivaled logistics services 
and assist merchants in Africa 
to import and export their 
cargo, PAL has risen to a 
leading logistics giant in East 

Africa in less than 4 years.

E/News: Logistics is a whole 
long chain of activities in the 
life cycle of businesses; what 
logistics services does PAL 
offer in particular?
Michael: PAL specializes 
in inbound and outbound 
sea freight to and from Dar 
Es Salaam and Mombasa 
ports and also airfreight to 
and from Kigali airport. Its 
operation model reflects more 
on the importance of proper 
transportation logistics in 
businesses’ supply chains 
hence its focus on inland 
trucking and both domestic 
and regional transportation 
of goods. With its network of 
freight forwarders, PAL also 
practices customs brokerage 

for clients, implying 
facilitation of imports and 
exports into the country and 
monitoring the examination, 
payment of duty and delivery 
of cargo after clearance. More 
importantly, PAL holds and 
preserves goods until they 
are dispatched to customers 
through its warehousing 
facilities.

E/News: What makes your 
logistics services unique 
in comparison to other 
providers of similar services?
Michael: PAL uniqueness 
lies in its ability to monitor 
cargo transportation from 
the point of origin to end-
use destination. PAL offers 
complimentary built-in 
shipment trackers that allow 

Shyaka Nyarwaya Michael, the Deputy Managing Director of PAL
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in-transit visibility and timely 
delivery of goods. Customers 
receive on-delivery 
notifications and messages 
and are able to manage their 
shipments from the comfort 
of their couches.

E/News: Use of technology 
is becoming a very basic 
and indispensable tool in 
the delivery of day-to-day 
services; how is PAL using 
IT solutions to serve its 
clients with ease and ensure 
customer satisfaction and 
better profitability?
Michael: As one of the 
pioneers of fast-paced 
logistics services, PAL uses 
cutting-edge technology 
through its management 
information system that 
allows the team to keep track 
of cargo movements and 
give reassuring, real-time 
information to clients. PAL’s 
management information 
system comes in handy in 
producing electronic pricing 
and quotations to send to 
clients, tracking vehicles and 
interacting with clients.

E/News: Tell us more 
about the capacities you 
have in terms of physical 
infrastructures, soft 
infrastructures and human 
resource capacities and 
how these have been put 
in the employ to optimize 
profitability?
Michael: Our management 
information system acts as a 
fleet management software 
to ensure responsible vehicle 
use, confirm safety and 
enable real-time tracking of 
shipments. We have about 
70 dedicated personnel 
who serve our clients in an 
exceptional and satisfactory 
way and the two combined 
help in optimizing our 
profitability and build trust 
within our clients towards the 
services we offer.

E/News: In all this, what has 
been the role of government 
in supporting your 
operations?

Michael: Contrary to the 
belief that the government 
constrains business, the 
Rwandan government role 
and the exemplary leadership 

of H.E Paul Kagame are 
indispensable in our daily 
operations. The role of 
the government does not 
only stop on infrastructure 
development but also on 
business reforms that are 
initiated to facilitate our 
quick integration in the 
business sphere as well as 
its continuous guidance to 
ensure we comply to set 
regulations.

E/News: What is the 
geographical footprint of 
your operations?
Michael: PAL operates 
around the globe but 
maintains offices only in 
Burundi, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Uganda, China and 
Dubai. It enjoys partnership 
with major freight-forwarding 
companies, shipping lines, 
airlines and transporting 
companies that guarantee 
a smooth supply chain 
management and increases 
efficient delivery of services.

E/News: EAC Single customs 
territory was established to 
facilitate intra-EAC trade; 
how has the initiative 
benefited logistics business, 
PAL in particular?
Michael: The interconnectivity 
of EAC customs is essential 
in the quick preparation 
of shipping and export 
documents, smooth 
negotiations on freight 
charges and also freight 
consolidation and it has been 
vital in achieving a bigger 
number of trips and an 
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increased turnover for PAL.

E/News: What more do 
you think can be done to 
improve logistics services in 
Rwanda and in the region?
Michael: So far, huge steps 
have been made with the 
EAC single customs territory. 
There are no regulatory 
obstacles for the movement 
of goods and services and 
reduced restrictions on 
imports and exports. For the 
future however, improving 
the logistics industry could 
be done through building 
bonded warehouses, 
modernized infrastructures 
and allowing to startups 
in the logistics space more 
accessibility to loans at 
reasonable interest rates.

E/News: Over the years, 
what challenges have you 
encountered in the process 
of providing logistics 
services and how have you 
addressed them?
Michael: We used to have 
a very little geographical 
coverage that we solved 

by enlarging our freight 
forwarding network. Also, 
for being able to fund our 
daily operations with hardly 
enough access to finance, 
we aimed at increasing our 
sales revenue by maintaining 
positive staff-customer 
interactions and upgrading 
our management information 
system and that successfully 
led to better profits.

E/News: Where do you see 
Pan Africa Logistics Rwanda 
Ltd in the next five years?
Michael: With our end-
to-end logistics solutions, 
we expect to conquer the 
African market as the 
logistics partner of choice 
and figure among the top 
30 logistics companies 
on the globe in the next 5 

years. We are planning on 
opening a university that 
will train students who 
wish to exercise logistics as 
a profession and for giving 
more value to our services, 
we will have our own fleet 
of trucks, bonded warehouse 
and also a ship and an 
airplane that will contribute 
to improved cash-flows and 
returns on investment.

E/News: What special 
message do you have for 
the major stakeholders 
including current 
and potential clients, 
government and peers?

Michael: We look forward 
to establishing our footprint 
in all 54 African countries 
through quick and safe 
shipping, warehousing 
and delivery of goods. 
Our logistics practices aim 
at aligning the pattern of 
movement of products in the 
most convenient way but in 
the long-run, we also expect 
to help African residents 
to get proper access to 
foodstuffs and medicines at 
reduced prices.

PAL uses trucks with built-in trackers to allow in-transit visibility and timely delivery of goods
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Karongi: Community Groups ‘Amasibo’ helped 
to tackle citizens’ issues during Covid-19

Since March 14, 2020, when 
the first Covid-19 patient 

was found in Rwanda, measures 
have been taken to prevent new 
infections from the epidemic, 
including the suspension 
of public meetings, such as 
assemblies and mass gatherings, 
leading the citizens to work 
with the authorities to tackle 
problems through Community 
Groups ‘Amasibo’.

Some residents of Murundi 
sector in Karongi district 
say that the fact that these 
assemblies are no longer 
meeting in order to prevent 
Covid-19, has affected the 
resolution of the issues that 
were being addressed in these 
assemblies, but they insist 
that they have chosen to find 
solutions from within by using 
community groups to solve 
their problems.

Noheli Icyitegetse, a resident 
of Gisebeye village in Kareba 
cell, said that although the 
assemblies are no longer in 
order to prevent Covid-19, 

they are now using community 
groups known as ‘Isibo’ or 
‘Amasibo’ to solve the problems 
around them, unless these 
groups do not solve all their 
problems as sometimes it 
requires them to be sent to a cell 
or sector.

“Coronavirus has been a 
burden for us but community 
groups help us because some of 
the problems are solved, only 
sometimes they are not gathered 
because some of the citizens 
go in farms to cultivate, and 
sometimes it requires waiting 
for the mediators or when the 
assembly will meet again.

On the other hand, Louise 
Mukantwari from Cyisenge 
village in Nyamushishi cell 
says the effects of Coronavirus 
are obvious because where the 
assemblies no longer exist they 
use community groups to solve 
problems.

Murundi Sector Executive 
Secretary Mudacumura 
Aphrodis said that Coronavirus 
disrupted many things, noting 

that they use community groups 
by complying with covid-19 
prevention measures to address 
current public complaints.

He added that while using 
this method it is not fully 
productive and reminds citizens 
of the sector to continue to 
adhere to the measures taken 
to prevent Covid-19 so that 
when it gets out of the way, 
the citizens’ assemblies will 
be restored and the problems 
will continue to be resolved as 
before.

He requested everyone as 
well to take part in informing 
leaders of existing issues to get 
quick help through community 
groups, at the cell, sector or 
district.

On behalf of the Karongi 
district administration, Mukase 
Valentine, the vice mayor for 
social affairs said that despite 
the ban on assemblies, the 
community groups continue to 
make a significant contribution 
towards addressing citizens’ 
complaints.

Each village in Rwanda is 
currently divided into the 
so-called "isibo", which is run 
by the Intore yo ku mukondo, 
co-chaired by Intore yo ku 
ruhembe rw’iburyo and Intore 
yo ku ruhembe rw’ibumoso.

The Intore Code stipulates 
that in the most densely 
populated parts of the city, the 
community group ‘Isibo’ must 
have 30 households, while in 
rural areas it must be between 
15 and 20 households.
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How Iragena Struggled To Break Into Professional 
Fruit and Vegetable Vending Business 

Iragena Sodo Fidens, 
Managing Director of  

Park&Pick online trading 
company is a Rwandan who 
experienced hurdles in the 
business industries after 
leaving three giant countries 
to his mother nation.

His company ‘Pack&Pick’ 
supplies fruits and vegetable 
products at homes and hotels 
in Kigali. Its main goal is to 
help farmers reduce losses. 

 “We work hand in hand 
with farmers to help them 
take their produce to the 
markets and avoid post-
harvest losses.” He said.

Iragena has learnt a lot 
about business operation in 
various countries including 
America, France and 
China and he is currently 
a Rwandan citizen in three 
Diasporas. 

“I have spent almost eight 
years in foreign countries 
since 2006 and I came back to 
Rwanda in 2013 to contribute 
to the national development 
and to promote Made in 
Rwanda products.” He said.

In 2006, he left Rwanda to 
France where he stayed for 
two years. He continued his 
journey in the United States 
of America. In 2009, he came 
back in France and continued 
to China in 2010. 

Learning from other 
countries
“I later took a long journey 
with a bicycle from China 
to Vietnam, Cambodia to 

Thailand; I made 8,000 
kilometers in 100 days. I 
wanted to explore more and 
look into the lessons I had 
taken from America and I had 
to see how Asians managed 
to leave poverty after 60 years 
of struggles and they now 
strive for development of 
their cities. They have over 2 
billion population and they 
do not have any problem 
relating to food insecurity. 
So, I wanted to link all those 
lessons and see what we can 
do for Africa and Rwanda.” 
Iragena noted. 

Iragena received his Masters 
degree in e-commerce in 
France. He also got a masters 
degree in global economics 
from China. 

His inspiration 
“When I was 15 years old, 

I met a young woman of 
my age who was pushed 
by a car and fall down, she 

was carrying a basket of 
tomatoes, the tomatoes were 
damaged and people laughed 
at her, she cried. I and my 
brother, we helped her to 
collect few tomatoes and 
we accompanied her to the 
market. By then, I decided 
to study the value chain of 
agriculture produce and 
how to establish potential 
commerce,” he said.

He said that once in Hong 
Kong, when conducting his 
research during his masters 
lessons, he met many Chinese 
people who inspired him, 
they were all business people.

He said that he wanted to 
achieve his dreams. He also 
did a long journey on foot 
from Cairo to Cape town in 
2012 to meet all beekeepers 
from Egypt. It was to know 
all inside the business of 
honey.

“I wanted to see something 
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I can do in Agribusiness and 
I had to do my best to meet 
my objectives. When I came 
back to Kigali, I established 
four trading companies at 
once, the first one failed, 
I established another but 
also failed, I did marketing 
and distribution of goods; I 
also established a company 
based in Tourism and I 
bought bicycles to promote 
cycling culture among 
Rwandans. I later joined 
agriculture where I managed 
to establish a company. We 
planted tomatoes but I also 
faced challenges. After that 
I was employed by various 
corporate companies.” 
Iragena said.

The Dream Came True 
After a long circulation in 
many business experiences, 
he decided to refresh the 
mind and do what it takes. 
He started in Kicukiro Niboye 

and in Gaseke to collect 
peoples’ ideas. 

“We started with an idea 
and we made a survey to 
know what people eat, where 
they take food from and what 
challenges they face while 
looking for food. Among 100 
questionnaires distributed, 
25 came back confirming that 
they need quality food supply 
service. On July 28, 2020, I 
started to supply fruits and 
vegetables from the six clients 
who were ready.” He noted.

From the 6 clients, Iragena 
has reached 72 clients and 
between 600 and 1,000 
permanent clients now. 

Promoted products
“We have fruit combo 
product among the 16 fruits 
and 10 vegetables that are 
needed in most homes in 
Kigali. We are investing 
and training, empowering 
and equipping former street 

vendors to become food 
supply professionals and 
leave informal to formal 
businesses. We are doing 
fundraising and we welcome 
all people interested in having 
shares in our company. We 
need to transfer all informal 
skills into formal economy. 

Opportunities for Rwandans 
in Diaspora 
“The first opportunity is to 
live in your country, speaking 
a common language and have 
a common secret; we have a 
good climate, opportunities 
for small startups, etc. Doing 
business from your country 
is paramount and is a social 
startup that we cannot take 
for granted,” he said.

He calls Rwandans living 
abroad to prepare themselves 
to come and partner with 
fellow Rwandese to promote 
the development of the 
country.



16 #RwanyaCovid19THE EXPRESS NEWS MAGAZINE

Rubavu: A new approach has been put 
in place to help cross-border traders

Rwandans who were 
already cross-border 

traders in Goma City, 
have the opportunity to 
continue their trade while 
complying with the new 
regulations in place to 
prevent the COVID-19 
pandemic.

It is a directive that 
targets Rwandans who 
work in cooperatives and 
only their representatives 
are allowed to cross 
instead of traveling 
in large numbers. The 
directives warn individual 
business operators to cross 
as they used to do before 
the COVID-19 epidemic 
reached Rwanda.

During a meeting 
between Rwandans and 
Congolese living in the city 
of Goma who are already 
doing cross-border trade, 

they agreed on how they 
will work on the border to 
avoid Covid-19 and avoid 
losses that would prevent 
them from returning home 
after eight months of 
inactivity.

Babonampoze Moussa, 
is the director of the 
KOTIHEZA Cooperative 
that transports food 
products to the city of 
Goma and the chairman 
of the Association of 
Cooperatives that exports 
goods to the City of 
Goma, he said the meeting 
of traders crossing the 
border between Goma 
and Gisenyi had some 
consensus, and would 
resolve the border issues 
and help them avoid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

"We have met with the 
traders in Goma to discuss 

the situation, agreeing to 
send them the goods as the 
Congolese need to tell us 
and supply them, and we 
will meet their needs and 
reduce the flow of goods to 
prevent the outbreak," he 
said.

Babonampoze says they 
have discussed how cross-
border trade is continuing 
and without much traffic, 
which will reach out to 
those who do business 
with a basin or a basket.

"The participants wanted 
500 people to cross the 
border, including 250 
from Goma and 250 
from Rwanda, but as in 
Rwanda, our priority is to 
export more goods than 
to send more people," he 
said.

Babonampoze says they 
have usually decided to 
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send cars or bicycles for 
people with disabilities 
carrying the goods 
accompanied by one trader, 
and for those who trade 
in the basins and baskets 
should be associated.

“To avoid disorder, small 
business operators are 
required to join groups, 
and then the group has 
to trade and register. 
The group puts goods on 
bicycles or motorcycles that 
carry luggage accompanied 
by one person who sells 
them and ends up bringing 
money to others, “he said.

The meeting between 
Rwandans and Congolese 
took place on the border 
in the landless. What was 
good to the traders was 
that they were going to 
reopen the activities that 
had been stalled, but 
they were skeptical about 
compliance because if there 
were any mistakes it would 
increase the risk of the 
pandemic.

Rwandan traders say 
they are happy to resume 
shipments to Goma; as 
Congolese goods have 
been looted or lost. 

Babonampoze says that 
if the business starts, it 
will be a good time to 
pay for those who have 
been abducted, and in the 
case of Congolese who 
have come to Rwanda to 
relocate to Goma, they will 

not do so again.
"They will not do it again 

because things are going 
to be done in cooperatives 
now, maybe they will do 
transport but they will not 
bring us losses again," he 
said.

Rwandans exporting 
goods to the city of 
Goma in September 2020 
told Kigali Today that 
Congolese made them 
to lose Rwf100 million 
as a result of importing 
untaxed raw materials 
to Rwandans, whose 
owners have been fined 
by the Rwanda Revenue 
Authority and are well 
aware that they have 
not crossed, adding that 
Rwandans were requesting 
Congolese to bring them 
goods instead of importing 
them as required, they 
included those that were 
not requested, and those 

who imported them would 
be fined.

The small border 
between Goma and 
Gisenyi will be used for 
small cross-border trade, 
and passers-by will be 
tested for COVID-19 and 
given results in 30-minute 
for free.

The tests will be applied 
in 14 days, while those 
who cross the big border 
will be given tests that give 
results within 24 hours.

The border between 
Goma and Gisenyi is one 
of the most widely used 
borders on the African 
continent, where before 
COVID-19 was used by 
50,000 people a day.

Since it was closed in 
March 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic, it 
has now been reopened 
and used by fewer than a 
thousand people a day.
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Covid-19: Cross border business operators 
in losses as borders still closed 

Some residents of Rusizi 
town and Kamembe 

border who used to survive 
up on commercial activities 
by crossing the border expose 
issues relating to extreme 
poverty caused by the new 
coronavirus that locked the 
border.

Olivier Bigirimana is a 
driver who used to run his 
activities at Rusizi border to 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). This man was a 
driver and used to earn after 
driving traders who purchase 
goods from DRC.

He told The Express News 
that COVID-19 Disrupted 
their living status as the 
borders are closed.

“The jobs that were our 
daily income sources were 
stopped; many of us used to 
work at construction sites, 
both potters and traders 
lost their daily works. This 

issue brought a big challenge 
of providing for families 
although the government tries 
to support vulnerable people 
with part time jobs in VUP.” 
Bigirimana said.

Bigirimana said that they 
have a hope that the borders 
will be reopen to allow 
citizens continue activities by 
complying with preventive 
measures against the 
pandemic.

Lesson learnt from the 
lockdown 
“I learnt that saving is the 
most important thing in life, 
I took a lesson that I will save 
Rwf500 when I earn Rwf1,000 
so that I can be able to 
survive during such difficult 
situations.” He added.

He requests the government 
of Rwanda to open the 
borders according to the 
extent to the pandemic status.

Bigirimana said that 
Coronavirus deprived farmers 
the rights to have good costs 
of their harvests as they send 
them to their clients in DRC 
and receive money later, 
where sometimes they send 
the amount that is not under 
consent. 

“They can send for instance 
Rwf5,000 while they have 
agreed to send Rwf10,000. 
This is an issue we used to 
experience and it is a loss 
because we do not meet 
physically with the buyers.” 
He noted.

The loss in Fishing  
Bigirimana said that fish 
traders do not get benefits 
after the government allowed 
fish men to resume activities 
as the movements are still 
interrupted by Covid-19.  

Gaspard Niyibizi, a 
motorcycle driver working 
in COMORWA cooperative 
said that one of the issues 
that interrupted the economy 
in Rusizi district is lack of 
collaboration between the 
borders and residents.

“We used to transport 
Congolese and Rwandans 
and earn money, lack of 
such opportunities disrupted 
economic development for the 
residents and neighbours of 
the border. The issue became 
worse for motorcycle drivers 
because the lock down took a 
long period and we suffered 
from hunger while we had 
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saved some money,” he said.
Niyibizi worries about 

the education of children of 
the people of Rusizi district 
especially motorcycle drivers 
as the lockdown put them 
into extreme poverty. 

“I learnt that the 
government is a good parent; 
I also learnt that prevention is 
better than cure because the 
lockdown reduced the spread 
of the new Coronavirus, last 
but not least, I revealed that 
saving must be at the fore-
front to prepare the good 
future.” 

Pheneas Tuyishime, another 
resident of Rusizi district said 
that their daily survival was 
cross border trade.

He said that their recovery 
can base on collaboration of 
borders and residents.

“We got losses because 
borders are closed, we send 
our goods in DRC but they 
do not pay us, our activities 
were interrupted.” He said.

He noted that they are 
still facing losses after the 
lockdown, requesting the 
government to try all possible 
ways to reopen the borders.

Pierre Sibomana, is a 
motorcycle driver based in 
Rusizi town I&II.

“Since the fresh outbreak, 
we faced various challenges, 
we passed five months in 
the lockdown, after the 
lockdown, we resumed work 
but with many challenges 
including taxes without 
earning, penalties, etc. 
Without having Congolese 
movements we still lack 
money. Many business 

operators at Kamembe border 
used to work with people 
from DRC, for motorcycle 
drivers we could earn over 
Rwf6,000 per day but now we 
earn between Rwf2,000 and 
3,000.” Sibomanma said.

“Our work was definitely 
interrupted, it becomes 
worse when they request us 
to pay much money for the 
driving authorizations of over 
Rwf20,000.” He added.

He said that he learnt an 
important lesson of saving 
as such a pandemic can 
come again. “Another thing 
I learnt out of the pandemic 
is to respect authorities.” He 
noted. 

Euphrem Kayumba, mayor 
of RUSIZI district said that 
the district decided to stop 
the movements of goings and 
comings of people between 
Rwanda and DRC to reduce 
the quick spread of Covid-19.

He said that before the 
pandemic, they used to have 
at least 22,000 people who 
cross the borders per day, 
where some of them could 
make two or three movements 
to DRC depending on kind of 
their businesses.

“We also had Congolese 
who came to buy goods in 
Rusizi town, since then, all 
these movements stopped and 
we established other strategies 
to prevent citizens from 
contaminating Covid-19 while 
also setting the measures for 
continue selling food stuffs 
where traders could bring 
goods together and send them 
to DRC, So, the pandemic 
interrupted the businesses as 

it only remained 30 out of 150 
drivers who used to transport 
the food stuffs in DRC.” 
Kayumba said.

He added that the impacts 
of Covid-19 did not only affect 
cross border traders, but also 
small business operators.

“Due to the lockdown, small 
business operators were also 
affected by the pandemic as 
they used their capital for 
daily survival during the 
lockdown.” He said.

He added that the district 
is doing research to know 
the entire loss caused by 
Covid-19. The mayor said that 
fishing was also stopped to 
prevent citizens from being 
contaminated.

Coping with the impacts
The mayor of Rusizi district 
said that they are working 
with the citizens to further 
prevention measures by 
reminding them to comply 
with prevention guidelines. 

“We continue doing 
advocacy for people whose 
businesses were stopped due 
to the pandemic, we thank 
our government that set 
strategies to allow people 
get loans from microfinance 
institutions on low interest 
rates, anyone who was 
affected by the pandemic 
has to fill some documents 
and go to request loan from 
the banks, we continue 
encouraging them to know 
this initiative, we will put in 
efforts to ensure that citizens 
have some occupations for 
their wellbeing.” He added. 
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Rusizi: Potters and builders call for 
government efforts to open the borders
Covid-19 pandemic is a 

barrier to most of the 
people who are neighbours to 
the borders as their businesses 
stopped to abide by the 
guidelines of prevention of 
the new spread.

This pandemic that left 
many Rwandans in extreme 
poverty did not only affect 
traders or other business 
operators but also other 
people who were working in 
the informal sector, including 
construction.

The citizens say that life 
can become good when the 
borders reopen.

“Everyone here in Rusizi 
was affected by the impacts 
of covid-19 especially drivers, 
potters and builders who used 
to go to DRC. The response 
can be to reopen borders 
to allow people resume 
activities.” Said Bigirimana 
Olivier, a motorcycle driver at 
Kamembe border.

Emmanuel Munyandinda, 
a builder in Rusizi district 
said that workers in the 
construction sector stayed 
jobless with poor living 
conditions during the 
lockdown.

He used to provide for his 
family after spending time at 
construction sites in Rusizi 
town and even beyond the 
border.

Speaking to THE Express 
News, he said that he is 
waiting for the opportunity of 
the road Nyamagabe – Rusizi, 

passing into Nyungwe forest 
that is under construction to 
give him a job.

“I am waiting for the 
road to reach near our 
neighborhoods so that I can 
get an opportunity to have a 
job. Since the pandemic came, 
I am jobless. I worry about 
getting school fees for my 
children.” He said. 

According to Euphrem 
Kayumba, the mayor of Rusizi 
district, Covid-19 caused a 
huge loss to the citizens and 
the district in general.

“We have faced a huge loss 
due to the pandemic but we 
have not yet done a clear 
research to know how much 
billions we lost. So, cross 
border trade was disrupted 
when we think of the number 
of people who were running 
their businesses to DRC.” He 
said.

“I will talk about 
construction in two major 
ways, first, there are some 
Rwandans who used to go 
for construction works in the 
DRC, these ones could not 
continue their works because 
borders are still close, they 

also faced challenges in one 
way or another, on the other 
hand, construction activities 
in Rusizi moved backward, 
an example is about the 
hotels which were still at the 
beginning and covid-19 could 
not allow them to continue 
building, it will require them 
to go back and start activities 
where they were stopped 
in order to have strong 
buildings,” he added. 

He said that the impacts of 
the pandemic affected traders 
who were working in the new 
construction as they left the 
business due to lack of clients, 
the issue that also affected 
owners of these buildings 
because they could not get 
rental fees.

“This is because the 
movements of people who 
come and go to DRC are 
reduced, involving the 
poverty of traders as their 
capital decreased instead of 
increasing. This kind of loss 
did not only affect traders 
who work in the buildings, 
but also the owners of the 
buildings,” he noted.
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Women cry foul over poverty issues 
as Covid-19 disrupted their work

Despites Covid-19 impacts 
reaching everybody in 
Rwanda, some categories of 
citizens say they face more 
difficult challenges than 
others; these include women 
who have been running small 
businesses and others who 
were employed in the private 
sector.

The Express News Reporter 
has learnt that most of the 
women affected by the 
consequences of Covid-19 
have more than one child and 
struggle to feed them without 
any occupation that gives 
them money.

Beatrice Mukamana, 38, is 
the mother of four children 
from Niboye Sector, Kicukiro 
district. 

Before Covid-19, 
Mukamana was employed 
by a private company in 
commercial services but she 
lost her job as the lockdown 

started when the government 
established guidelines to 
prevent Coronavirus.

“The main problem I have 
is that I'm jobless, I had a job 
that helped me to buy various 
basic needs and to feed my 
children as well as paying 
the rent. Life is bitter with 
hunger. I could have invested 
in a small business if I had 
start-up money.” She said.

She said that she used to 
complement the efforts of 
her husband who is also an 
employee of a private security 
company.

“My husband earns a little 
money but my salary could 
complement it and manage to 
tackle financial issues.” She 
added.

Francine Muragijemariya, 
another woman from 
Bukinanyana village, 
Nyagatovu cell, Kimironko 
Sector in Gasabo district is 

a president of three women 
saving associations. She said 
that covid-19 disturbed the 
works of these women that 
used to give them income.

“We used to save money 
every Saturday as we had 
some small businesses like 
fruit vending, tailoring, 
charcoal selling among others. 
Today, because of the effects 
of covid-19, things have 
fallen apart as we stopped 
the saving associations since 
March 2020. We resumed 
activities in the mid-August 
but many women failed 
to come back because they 
already finished their start 
up money and cannot save 
without earning. We passed 
five months without working; 
most of the women used 
all the money they have to 
provide for their families 
during the quarantine.” She 
noted.
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Muragijemariya said that 
they resumed activities 
by always respecting the 
preventive guidelines against 
covid-19 pandemic, but, not 
all members of the saving 
associations can manage to 
save.

“10 percent of the members 
cannot get money to save; it 
is the reason why we brought 
new members to fill the 
gap of some who left due to 
poverty.” She said.

“The reality is that the lives 
of our members changed a lot, 
those who used to eat twine a 
day are not eating once. Not 
all our single women will 
manage to pay for school fees 
of children; we do not know 
how the future will look 
like. A woman could borrow 
like Rwf 100,000 from our 
saving associations but now 
it is impossible after some 
women failed to pay back the 
loans they were given. So, we 
need to have government’s 
interventions to help us get 

start up money to recover our 
businesses.” She added.

Grace Kamagaju, the 
mother of one child from 
Gasabo district in Kimironko 
said that nothing is easy 
in the current life. “I was a 
trader in Kimironko market 
but when covid-19 started, 
and especially during the 
lockdown, I used all the 
money because my child was 
suffering from hunger.” She 
said.

In June 2020, the 
Government of Rwanda 
established an Economic 
Recovery Fund (ERF) as a 
two-year facility to accelerate 
the recovery of Covid-19 hit 
businesses.

The Ministry of Finance said 
by then that the fund had to 
start with an initial Rwf100 
billion to be distributed 
towards the hospitality sector 
loan refinancing, businesses 
in manufacturing (including 
agro-processing), transport 
and logistics as well as small 

and medium enterprises 
linked to domestic and global 
supply chains.

Recently in this October, 
2020, the RPF and Women's 
Union affiliated to the RPF 
Inkotanyi in Gasabo District 
in collaboration with various 
entities started to provide 
support and training to youth 
and women to enable them 
to recover their businesses 
disrupted by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Rugera Jeannette, the head 
of the RPF Inkotanyi-affiliated 
Women's Union in Gasabo 
District, told the media 
that some women failed to 
continue running their small 
businesses in these COVID-19 
periods.

"We have a plan to take care 
of these women, to empower 
them, to reach out to them, 
teach them and give them 
a way to re-establish their 
works and do them better," 
she said.
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Sourcing International Co. Ltd to 
bridge China-Rwanda import gap
This story highlights most 

of the problems faced 
by local traders who import 
goods from China before this 
company started to operate in 
Rwanda.

These local traders are in 
three categories and these 
include permanent traders 
who make regular imports, 
permanent traders who have 
Chinese informants and co-
business operators as well as 
online traders who shop by 
using internet to order goods 
from China.

Most of the problems these 
traders face are the effects of 
COVID-19 as they were free 
to shop from various shops 
of their choice in China. 
The coronavirus pandemic 
became a threat to their 
businesses as they cannot go 
in China.

This hindrance posed many 
consequences on local traders 
who used to shop from China 
as nowadays they use photos 
or old receipts to Chinese and 
pay on their accounts. They 
can also pay through the 
transportation companies.

They also experience poor 
quality goods and theft as 
they do not immediately 
and physically interact with 
Chinese.

Some of the problems 
faced by permanent and 
literrate traders who currently 
interact with chinese factories 
include missoriented 
payments as many factories 
in china have many and 
similar names written in 
chinese language. This 
becomes a serious problem 
that involves quarrels and 
misunderstanding where 
they are told that they did not 
pay while they paid on false 
accounts.

Sometimes Chinese 
immediately change their 
phone numbers aterrecieving 
the money on their accounts.

An example is one trader 
who lost $200,000 in the 
region called Tianjing in 
China. This one used to 

interact with his supplier via 
email address and Whatsapp. 
He could sometimes request 
for discount. He got the 
invoice and paid, and later 
Chinese came back and told 
him they did not receive the 
money. When you follow up 
on the cases, intermediary 
traders (middlemen) play 
a big role in making such 
losses.

The ones who shop online 
fall into losses and get serious 
problems as most of the 
times they do not know their 
suppliers and most of these 
suppliers are ghosts.

It was relaized that most of 
Chinese who sell online are 
malicious and used to lie to 
their clients. They can deliver 
samples of goods and even 
pay their flight fees to reach a 
trader in Rwanda or his/her 
respective country when they 
have realized that they will 
get much money, but after 

The company also 
eases negotiation 

between local traders 
with Chinese companies 

when it comes to 
quality and trust



24 #RwanyaCovid19THE EXPRESS NEWS MAGAZINE

paying, they disappear.
Testimony from 

PlacideUwonkunda, a 
Rwandan who lives in China 
says that: « we have many 
examples of people who 
request for our support 
after losing their money, but 
nothoing we can do as they 
come late. One trader has so 
far bought fertilizer and paid 
$250,000 and he finally found 
soil in the containers when 
they reached Kigali. Another 
trader in August, 2020 bought 
some materials and after 
paying, his supplier put his 
number in the black list. He 
called for our support and 
we realized that he had ghost 
supplier. »

After this experience, Mr. 
UwonkundaPlacide and his 
classmates and jobmates in 
China established ‘SOURCING 
INTERNATIONAL CO, 
LTD’ that operates in China, 
Guangzhou and in Rwanda.

Uwonkunda and his 
colleagues have worked 
for various factories and 
companies in China before 
they started this company to 

tackle the challenges said in 
the above scenario.

Among the services they 
offer include linkage of local 
traders with chinese perfect 
and certified companies, 
local traders with quality 
manufacturers from China, 
interpretation services, linkage 
to experts to follow on quality 
of goods, linkage with Chinese 
technicians to install machines 
bought from China, linkage 
to Chinese business partners, 
procurement services to 
work with Chinese trusted 
companies, and direct sale 

of goods from Chinese 
companies without going there 
among others.

The company also eases 
negotiation between local 
traders with Chinese 
companies when it comes 
to quality and trust. They 
also assess the quality and 
quantity of goods before they 
are packed. Finally, they help 
their clients to chose shipping 
companies on a good price.

UwonkundaPlacide, CEO 
of Sourcing International Co. 
Ltd says all of this is due to the 
above issues and many other 
challenges faced by traders 
and to find a way for traders to 
continue to meet their current 
and original needs without 
leaving Rwanda during this 
period of COVID-19.

One of the aspirations of 
Rwandans working in China 
is that Chinese traders are 
encouraged to work with 
Rwandans and Rwandan 
companies operating in China 
and Rwanda to avoid all such 
problems. It is a benefit to the 
traders and it is a benefit to the 
country.

Sourcing International Co 
Ltd is a local business investor 
working in Kigali-Rwanda, 
Kicukiro Center Plaza, Floor 3 
No: F3:20 , Po.BOX. 292. Kigali 
Rwanda with Tel: +250 784 984 
148.

In China, they work at 
People’s Republic of China, 
Guangzhou, Tianhe District, 
GuanghongTiangqiHuali 
Road, No.27 C307. They can 
be accessed at Tel: +86 135 
8050 9050, Website : https://
isourcingservices.com

The ones who shop 
online fall into losses and 

get serious problems 
as most of the times 

they do not know their 
suppliers and most 

of these suppliers are 
ghosts.



25 #RwanyaCovid19THE EXPRESS NEWS MAGAZINE

Introducing Rwanda Bean Company, establishing 
Rwanda’s rightful place in the global economy
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Meet Manzi Djimmy, Rwandan Diaspora 
Excited to Support Rwanda’s Football

Manzi Djimmy Andre is 
currently a citizen of 

America, he established a 
football Academy to support 
the national team ‘Amavubi’ 
and he plans to take young 
players to Europe and 
America to improve their 
capacity and come back to 
play for Rwanda.

This player who played 
for Marines FC since 2000 
until 2003, he turn back in 
Rwanda.

He says all the investment 
in supporting the national 
football team to get its 
development is the heart 
of patriotism, plus the 
opportunity he has in USA.

“I want to help youth in 
order to develop football. 
This is due to the experience 
I found in Europe and in 
America as I played in 
Belgium, France and USA 
where I am now representing 
Colorado Rush football team 
in Africa. I chose to begin all 
the projects in my country 
because of patriotism.”: he 
said.

He added that he will 
link all the players who 
will demonstrate passion of 
football development with 
supporters who will also 
connect them with big teams 
such as Paris Saint Germain, 
FC Barcelone, Villareal and 
Manchester United.

Manzi noted that he will 
use some of resources from 
any player who will be 

bought to support widowed 
survivors of the Genocide 
perpetrated against the Tutsi.

Business experience in 
football

“I started another 
experience in Europe to play 
in ice, I used to tell the white 
men that I like studying and 

I finished University. After 
France, I went in Belgium, 
I gained a lot of experience 
from these countries. When 
I was in America, I found 
football VERY DIFFERENT 
FROM others in the world, it 
helped me to know business 
in football.”
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In America, no poor child 
can learn to play football, 
only children from wealthy 
families play football.

It is emotional and for great 
pleasure to me to be in Kigali 
as I want to help my country 
to develop football, starting 
to build children teams. I 
have a club Manzi soccer 
Rush academy in Gisenyi, 
I explained players and 
coaches how the business is”

I have players from 10, 12, 
13, 9, and 7-year-old. My 
dreams towards Rwanda’s 
football is development 
in terms of the club’s 
leadership. I have a level of 
FIFA manager and next year 
I will start to coach the first 
team, now I am coaching 
the second one of university 
champions. I observed all 
the countries of Africa, I 
realized that Rwanda likes 
football, we can position our 
youth to the good level in 
next two years.

Basing on experience, I 
encourage parents to start 
helping their children learn 

from football academies. 
I can tell football fans 
to continue loving and 
supporting their teams, they 
have to remember that both 
good and bad seasons exist 
but never give up!

Specialty
The special thing he brings 
to create innovation and do 
the right things on the right 
time as the manager of a 
football club in Rwanda and 

in diaspora.
What I count on is 

development and doing 
good activities. My team will 
achieve more next year. As 
a diaspora, I wish that any 
diaspora who is listening to 
me can stand up and give 
support.


